"WeFjdell  post 


Aoverooe*  -  PsceMBee, 


Vol.  19  *V 


rXaxAekroond.   :Reinovcxi'iof\ 


The  old  playground  next  to  the  town  offices  is 
getting  a  much-needed  renovation.  The  site 
itself  is  ideally  located,  with  easy  access  to  the 
town  common  and  the  library.  It  is  a  great 
central  location  for  everyone  to  meet,  from 
preschool  playgroups  to  adult  basketball  games 
Unfortunately,  the  equipment  has  fallen  into 
disrepair  over  the  years,  and  parents  and 
children  have  been  less  inclined  to  go  there.  In 
some  cases,  the  pieces  were  rotten,  others  were 
broken  and  missing  parts,  and  there  were  real 
hazards,  especially  for  young  children.  Over  the 
summer,  a  yellow  jacket  colony  took  up  residence 
in  a  ground  nest,  as  well. 

After  meeting  with  the  Selectboard  and  a 
Public  Hearing,  a  group  of  volunteers  gathered 
on  September  10  for  the  first  work  day.  Our  goal 
was  to  get  rid  of  the  truly  dangerous  things  and 
to  clean  up  the  litter  and  debris  that  has 
accumulated  there.   At  the  end  of  the  day,  we  had 


fixed  the  roundabout,  replaced  rotten  sandbox 
boards,  sifted  and  added  sand,  pruned  back 
encroaching  trees,  dismantled  the  dangerous 
seesaw,  taken  down  some  old  wooden  structures, 
filled  new  sand  under  the  swings  and  at  end  of 
the  slide,  and  even  more.  Lots  of  thanks  go  to 
Annie,  Tessa,  Karen,  Frank,  John,  Apollo,  Kim, 
Bill,  Tom  and  a  few  volunteers  whose  names  I  did 
not  catch! 

There  is  now  a  newly  established  sub- 
committee of  the  Recreation  Committee,  which 
has  taken  up  the  task  of  renewing  the 
playground.  Annie  Diemand  is  chairing  this 
subcommittee.  The  group's  first  job  is  to  develop 
a  master  plan  and  a  wish  list.  Anyone  interested 
in  contributing  ideas,  materials,  or  time  is  more 
than  welcome  to  join  the  effort. 

Ingrid  Shockey 
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Judith  Wilder  has  expressed  her  intention  to  resign 
as  Town  Treasurer  (she  will  continue  as  our  tax 
collector)  creating  a  major  vacancy  in  town  government. 
She  will  continue  in  the  position  until  a  replacement  is 
found  and  she  is  willing  to  train  the  new  treasurer  as 
needed.  Jim  Woodward  has  resigned  as  the  Chair  of  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  effective  immediately.  And  the 
Finance  Committee,  now  beginning  to  meet  regularly 
after  a  summer  interlude,  is  short  one  member. 

The  Selectboard  would  like  to  hear  from  citizens 
who  might  consider  appointment  to  these  important 
positions.  And  the  Board  extends  its  sincerest  thanks  to 
Judy  and  Jim  and  to  the  continuing  members  of  the 
finance  committee:  Lee  Trousdale,  Dan  Keller,  Michael 
Idoine,  Joe  Diemand. 
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All  articles  and  letters  submitted  to  the 
Post  for  publication  need  to  be  signed. 
If  you  have  a  computer,  you  can  help  by 
setting  them  in  our  style:  3  3/4"  wide, 
10  point  font  size,  standard  font.   In~ 
dent  three  spaces  for  paragraphs,  and  do 
not  use  an  extra  space  between  paragraphs. 
Please  be  brief,  to  share  our  limited  space. 
If  you  have  questions,  call  a  Post  staffer. 

Articles:  The  Post  welcomes  signed,  concise 
articles  about  topics  of  interest  to  Wendell 


Letters:  The  Post  accepts  brief  letters. 
Remember,  passion  doesn't  need  to  be  mean. 

Artwork:  Local  artwork  lovingly  accepted. 
Must  be  in  shiny  black  ink. 


Hi! 


Here's    my    $15    check    for    renewal    to 
the   Wendell   Post.      Thanks!      Keep    that 
paper   coming — it's    the   only   one   I 
read    from   front    to  back   without 
skipping   anything!!      You   guys    do    a 
great    job. 

Susan    Anderson 
Santa   Rosa,    CA 
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Protest  Letter  to  DEM 


On  August  22,  1995,  the  Wendell  Selectboard 
announced,  under  protest,  the  intent  of  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Management  (DEM)  to  purchase  500  acres  near 
Bear  Mountain  in  Wendell  to  add  to  Wendell  State  Forest. 
Announcing  the  intent  of  DEM  to  purchase  is  a  formality.  The 
Town  is  not  part  of  the  decision-making  process  through  which 
land  becomes  part  of  the  Forest  and  Parks  system. 

Anne  Zak,  chairwoman  of  the  Board,  sent  a  letter  to 
Peter  Webber,  Commissioner  of  DEM,  protesting  the  State's 
policy  of  continuing  to  purchase  properties  to  add  to  the  park 
system  while  the  State  is  currently  failing  in  its  obligations  to 
towns  for  existing  properties.  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  pays  (by  statute)  towns  and  cities  for  lands  that  are 
held  in  the  public  trust.  This  is  known  as  Payment-in  lieu-of  taxes 
(PILOT). 

Pilot  payments  to  Wendell  ($101,040)  in  FY81  accounted 
for  20%  of  our  total  revenues.  For  Fiscal  Year  1995,  the  total 
paid  to  the  Town  was  $25,854  or  2%  of  the  total  budget.  A  fifteen 
year  history  of  jiggling  and  juggling  by  the  State  accounts  for  the 
loss  of  revenue.  And,  according  to  a  report  published  by  the  State 
Auditor  in  1994,  the  State  owes  Wendell  $  246,992  for  the  period 
FY89  to  FY95. 

A  group  of  towns  (predominantly  small,  rural,  and  from 
the  Western  half  of  the  state)  formed  a  coalition  known  as  STAR 
(Small  Towns  Against  Repression)  to  address  the  fiscal  problems 
small  towns  are  experiencing  due  to  current  PILOT  payments. 
Efforts  by  this  group  have  brought  significant  attention  to  the 
problem.  The  goal  of  this  group  is  to  restore  full  funding  to 
PILOT    Wendell  has  participated  in  this  effort  since  1987 

In  writing  to  Commissioner  Webber,  the  Selectboard  is 
trying,  once  more,  to  communicate  to  the  State  that  the  State 
needs  to  be  a  responsible  taxpayer.  The  Board  is  asking  Webber 
to  take  interest  and  exercise  some  leadership  in  the  PILOT  issues 
raised  by  groups  like  STAR  and  by  legislators  like  Senators  Stan 
Rosenberg  and  Tom  Cahir. 

The  acquisition  of  property  to  expand  the  State's  forests 
and  parks  is  an  important  function  of  government.  What  we,  the 
public,  are  building  is  a  legacy  -  of  forests,  greenways,  wildlife 
habitat,  protected  dunes,  places  for  repose...  The  acquisition  of  the 
land  on  Bear  Mountain  will  protect  the  South  Bank  of  the  Millers 
River.  What's  missing  in  this  picture  is  the  State's  commitment  to 
PILOT  support  to  towns  within  whose  boundaries  State-owned- 
land  exists.  The  Selectboard,  without  exception,  holds  our 
Wendell  Forests,  whether  public  or  private  in  high  regard.  We 
also  feel  a  responsibility  to  the  Town  and  to  taxpayers  who  have 
picked  up  the  slack  for  the  past  decade. 

Submitted  by  Anne  Zak 
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Whose   Sawmill   river  basin   is   this?   Who  asks 
where  I   am   "from"?   Who  cares  whether  I    am  well- 
heeled   -   or  run  down  at   the   heels? 

This  ecosystem  is  where  I    live.   This  place, 
this   creation  around   me,    is   also..in  me,    a  part 
of  me   as  I   am  part  of   it.   The   Sawmill   river 
has   a  vaster,   more   diverse   constituency   than 
of  its  naked   ape  members   only.    In   a  democracy 
all   living  creatures  have   intrinsic   worth. 
Diminution  of  any  of  the  river  community' s 
members   diminishes  me,    and   I   protest.   These 
lonely   swamps  and    thrice-Togged  uplands  and 
acidified    brooks,    this   watershed    so   rich  in 
mystery   is   of  myself  -  I   know  not  where  I    end 
and    its   dark  history  begins.   My   being  is  am- 
putated  to  the  extent  of  all  the  extirpated 
creatures  done   in  by   godfearing  people   of  pro- 
found   good   will  who  nevertheless   vanished 
whole   cultures,    tribes   and    species,   unnamed 
and   uncounted. 

To  dam  the  Sawmill  river  anew  is  to  simplify 
an  ecosystem  which  can  flourish  only  in  diver- 
sity. 

To  dam   again  a  healing  river  is   in   perfect 
accord   with  the   prevailing  Eurocentric   para- 
digm:   conquer,    control,    consume   and   devil 
take   the   hindmost. 

Let   the   river  creatures,    finny,    furry   or 
feathered,    run  upstream  or  down  as   the   spirit 
moves   them.    Let   the   Sawmill   river  be. 


Dear   Swift   River   School   Community, 

Whether  or  not   you  have   children 
yourself,    you   are   a   parent   to   the 
next   generation.      Children  will 
carry   our    legacy.       I'd   like   to 
encourage   our   community   to   support 
them   growing  up.       It's  up   to   all   of 
us   to  help   them  become   satisfied  and 
productive   adults.       It   doesn't   have 
to   be   much   time.      Moments   can 
influence   a    lifetime.       It  works   the 
other  way   too,    children   can   pull   us 
up   to   their    level   and   help  us 
remember   our   capacity   for   creativity 
spontaneity   and  wonder.    The    school 
is   a   good   place   to   get    in   touch  with 
our   children. 

I'd    like   to   share   a   quote   from  one 
of  my   older   sons  who    lives   a   full 
and   successful    life    in  Michigan. 
When   he    signed  up   to   join   the   Big 
Brother   Program  he   said,    "a   hundred 
years   from   now   it   won't   matter  what 
was   in  my  bank  account,    or  what   kind 
of  car   I    drove...      what  will   matter 
is   that    I   made   a  difference    in  the 
world   because    I   was    important    in   the 
life   of   a   child. " 

We   may   not   have   many   financial 
resources   to   offer   our   schools,    but 
our  children  are    lucky  to  be   growing 
up   in   this   creative   and   energetic 
community.      Our   collaborative 
efforts   have   helped   to   enrich   our 
already   exceptional    school.      Many 
dedicated   parents,    and   caring 
community  members   continue   to   offer 
time,    energy   and    ideas   to    improve 
our   Swift   River   School,    and   succeed 
in   keeping    it   a   safe,    comfortable 
and    inspiring   place    for   our   young 
people   to   be. 

I've   been   involved  with  many   other 
school    systems   over   the   years,    so    I 
don't   take    it    for   granted   that   the 
Swift   River   School    is   as   open   and 
receptive   as    it    is   to   outside 
involvement.      The   administration   and 
staff   are   truly   dedicated   and   are 
open   to   change.      They  welcome 
volunteers,    and   want    ideas   from 
families   and   community  members. 

I    am  no    longer   the   Volunteer 
Coordinator    for   the    Swift   River 
School.      Robin  Driscoll   has 
generously   offered   to    take   on   that 
task   this   year.       I    do,    however, 
intend   to   continue   to   help  keep  our 
community    in   touch  with   our   school 
by  writing   articles   and   providing 
school   based  activities   to  help  keep 
us    involved   and   connected   to   our 
children  who   spend   so   much   of   their 
lives   under   the    influence   of   school. 
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FRANKLIN,   ss. 


To  the  constable  of  the  Town  of  Wendell  in  the  County  of  Franklin. 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby  directed 
to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
and  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the     WENDEL.L.      SENIOR 
CENTER  in  said  Town  on 

Wg <in  e s <dst .v.  the  first  day  of  November,  1995  at  7:00  PM, 

then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 


ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $137.10  to  pay  Board  of 
Health  bills  of  prior  year,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  approriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  replace  the  trees 
vandalized  on  Montague  Road,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  3:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$6,584.49  from  the  FY'95  carryover  appropriation  for  the  Highway 
Cab/Chassis  note  to  pay  the  FY'96  Debt  Service  on  the  Cab/Chassis 
with  Dump  Body  note,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE   4:      To   see    if  the    Town    will    vote    to   raise    and   appropriate    or 
transfer    from    available    funds    the    sum    of    $6.31    to    pay    a    Fire 
Department  bill  of  prior  year,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE    5:   To    see    if    the    Town    will    vote    to    raise    and    appropriate    or 
transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,755  to  increase  the  FY'96 
Swift  River   School  account,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  6:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  complete  repairs 
on  the  Fire  Truck,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  7:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,000  to  upgrade  the 
Jennison  Road  bridge  to  a  6-ton  limit,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  8:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,300  to  install  a  door  on 
the   Salt  Shed,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  9:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or 
transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $30  to  pay  a  Hepatitis 
Vaccine  bill  of  prior  year,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  10:  To  transact  any  other  legal  business  that  may  come 
before  said  meeting,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 


And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested 
copies  thereof  at  the  Wendell  Country  Store,  Wendell  Center  Post  Office, 
WendeU  Town  Hall,  and  Wendell  Depot  Store  and   Post  Office 

14         days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said   meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  as  aforesaid. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  seventeenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  ninety  five. 

y     Selectmen 

>  of 

>  Wendell 
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Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  August  8,  1995  -  Minutes  - 
The  meeting  convened  at  7:00  p.m.   Members  present  were:   Anne 
Zak  and  Ted  Lewis.   Also  present  were:   Doug  Turner,  Fran 
Zera,  Elizabeth  Scully.   Minutes  were  read  and  approved  and 
Warrants  were  signed. 

Heather  Lenz  and  Tom  Webler  attended  the  meeting  to 
request  permission  to  use  the  Wendell  Town  Hall  for  a  Film 
Festival.   Rental  costs  of  the  films  has  been  provided,  in 
part,  by  the  Arts  Council.  A  small  donation  at  the  door  will 
make  up  the  difference.  The  films  will  run  for  10 
consecutive  Sunday  evenings  (weather  permitting) .   Since  this 
will  be  a  not-for-profit  project,  there  will  be  no  fee  charged 
for  the  use  of  the  hall.   The  films  will  be  preempted  if  the 
hall  is  needed  for  other  uses  such  as  weddings,  etc. 

Mr.  Webler  also  requested  Speed  Signs  be  placed  on 
Farley  Road  ans  asked  if  he  and  a  group  of  concerned  citizens 
might  work  on  renovating  the  playground  next  to  the  Town 
Offices.   Ms.  Zak  said  there  is  another  group  planning  work 
on  the  playground  and  suggested  they  work  together.   She  and 
Ted  Lewis  spoke  of  plans  in  the  works  to  move  the  playground 
to  a  safer  spot  away  from  the  parking  lot.   The  Board  decided 
to  hold  a  Public  Hearing  on  Sept.  5,  1995  to  discuss  this 
matter  further. 

Donna  Horn  attended  the  meeting  seeking  permission  to 
use  the  Town  Hall  and  the  Common  for  a  Harvest  Festival  to  be 
held  on  Sept.  16,  1995.   Board  members  were  pleased  to  grant 
her  request. 

The  Board  appointed  Richard  Drohen,  Road  Commissioner; 
Christine  Heard,  to  the  School  Committee;  and  Mason 
Phelps  was  reappointed  Designee  for  the  County  Planning  Board. 

Ria  Windcaller  attended  the  meeting  to  request  the  use 
of  the  Town  Hall  for  an  Open  Forum  on  Safety.   These  talks 
and  demonstrations  will  be  open  to  both  men  and  women. 
Facilitators  will  be  Sally  Stuff in,  Chris  Wings,  Sue  Lafener, 
Anne  Diemand  and  Ria  Windcaller.   There  will  be  no  charge  for 
these  sessions  and  therefore  no   rental  fee  for  the  use  of  the 
hall.   The  Board  granted  permission.   Time  and  dates  have 
not  been  set  as  yet. 

The  Selectboard  received  a  thank  you  note  from  the 
family  of  Tillie  Burnett. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  9:00  p.m. 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  August  22,  1995  -  Minutes  - 

The  meeting  convened  at  7:00p.m.  Board  members  present  were: 

Anne  Zak,  Margo  Culley  and  Ted  Lewis.   Also  present  were: 
Regina  Curtis,  Fran  Zera,  Reporter  and  Elizabeth  Scully. 

A  meeting  to  discuss  Wendell's  playground  and  its 
equipment  was  scheduled  for  Sept.  5,  1995  at  8:00p.m. 

There  will  be  a  meeting  to  discuss  parking  for  the  Town 
Library  at  6:00p.m.  on  Sept. 5.  1995  at  the  Selectboard 
Office . 

An  All  Board  Meeting  was  scheduled  for  Sept.  19,  1995  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Town  Office. 

A  Pole  Hearing  took  place  at  7:30.   Bill  Savitz  from 
NYNEX  attended.   Michael  Idoine  also  attended.   There  being 
no  objections  to  the  intended  pole  placement,  the  Board 
signed  the  forms  and  they  were  sent  on  to  Annie  Hartjens, 
Town  Clerk . 

A  Dog  Hearing  was  held  at  8. -00p.m.   Maggie  Hou'ghton  , 
Wendell's  Dog  Officer,  was  in  attendance  along  with  Paul 
Rich,  the  complainant  and  Mike  Wing,  the  dog  owner.   Anne  Zafe. 
who  facilitated  the  Hearing,  requested  remarks  made  by  Paul 
Rich  and  Mike  Wing  be  directed  to  the  Board  and  not  to  each 
other.   As  was  her  intent,  the  exchage ,  although  rather 
lengthy,  was  carried  out  with  peaceful  dignity. 
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Paul  Rich  presented  a  two  hour  video/audio  tape  of  the 
dogs  barking  and  said  he  has  been  complaining  about  the  noise 
since  1^90.   Mike  Wing  claims  he  keeps  the  aogs  for 
protection  (he  has  a  business  on  his  property  with  valuable 
equipment).   He  said  he  tries  to  keep  the  dogs  from  barking 
when  he  is  at  home  but  cannot  control  them  when  he  is  away. 
Maggie  Houghton  asked  how  many  dogs  Mike  has  and  was  told  fie 
has  three.-   a  malamute,  shepherd  and  a  pomeranian.   Margo 
Culley  told  Mike  Wing  that  he  must  do  some  Behavior 
Modification  with  the  dogs  or  they  would  have  to  be  removed. 
She  also  suggested  they  seek  mediation  through  a  Greenfield 
Group.   This  to  curb  the  obvious  animosity  between  the 
neighbors  which  apparently  started  because  of  the  dogs 
barking  and  escalated  through  the  years. 

Anne  Zak  suggested  and  the  other  Board  members  agreed 
thai  they  write  up  a  list  of  conditions  that  Mike  Wing  will 
have  to  adhere  to  or  the  dogs  will  be  taken. 

There  will  be  another  Dog  Hearing  on  Sept.  12,  isyt> 
regarding  Arthur  Johnson's  dogs. 

Ann*  Zak  read  aloud,  as  requested  by  the  DEM,  their 
ie+ter  concerning  the  acquisition  of  privately  owned 
oroperty.   The  Selectboard  will  repond  protesting  the 
continued  failure  to  make  payments  in-lieu  of  taxes. 

The  Board  received  an  anonymous  letter  concerning  the 
demise  of  the  Good  Neighbor  Project.   The  Board  will  request 
Karen  Wilder  to  meet  to  discuss  the  project  on  Sept.   26, 
199<d~  at  7  :  15p.m. 

Anne  Zak  submitted  notes  for  a  letter  to  all  Town 
Department  Heads  in  preparation  for  the  All  Board  Meeting  on 

9-19-95 . 

The  Board  received  a  request  for  a  speed  check  on 

Montague  Rd .   They  will  ask  the  police  to  look  into  it. 

October  21,  1995  haE  been  designated  Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Day. 
The  meeting  adjourned  at  10  :M5p_.m. 

Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting,  September  5,  1995  -  Minutes 

The  meeting  convened  at  6:00  p.m.   Members  present  were: 
Anne  Zak,  Margo  Culley  and  Ted  Lewis.   Also  present  were 
Regina  Curtis,  Elizabeth  Scully  and  Fran  Zera,  reporter. 
Board  members  read  and  approved  the  minutes  and  signed  the 
warrants . 

Library  Hearing  re:   accessible  parking  for  the  disabled. 
Interested  citizens  who  attended  the  Hearing  were: 
Mary  Hines  Anne  Zak 

Kate  Neilson  Margo  Culley 

Sylvia  Wetherby,  Library  Trustee  Ted  Lewis 
Rosie  Heidkamp,  Librarian 
Shirley  White 
Prudy  Smith 
Harry  Williston 
Rick  Drohen 

After  discussing  the  available  options,  the  group  moves 
to  the  library  to  view  the  site.   Approximately  two  hours 
were  devoted  to  the  three  possibilities  for  safe  parking. 
They  were:   parking  on  the  lawn  of  library;  parking  on 
the  Common;  or  parallel  parking  in  front  of  the  library. 

Parallel  parking  in  front  of  the  library  was  the  first 
choice  of  most  of  the  people  present.   A  Public  Hearing  will 
be  held  on  September  20,  1995  at  7:00  p.m. 

At  3:00p.m.  the  Selectboard  returned  to  the  Senior  Center 
for  a  scheduled  meeting  for  a  Playground  Hearing.   Those 
attending  this  meeting  were: 

Lisa  Aubin  Harry  Williston 

Ingrid  Shockey  Anne  Diemand 

Nancy  Riebschlaeger  Rick  Drohen 

Tom  Webler  Daniel  Bacigalupo 

Kim  Noyes  Rosie  Heidkamp 

Karen  Traub  Anne  Zak 

Teryn  Chino  Margo  Culley 

Frank  Citano  Ted  Lewis 

Regina  Curtis  Elizabeth  Scully 

Tom  Webler  and  Ingrid  Shockey  were  aDpointed  by  the  Board  as 
members  of  the  Recreation  Committee.   Also  a  subcommittee  of 
volunteers  was  formed  and  its  members  will  be  responsible  for 
suggestions  for  improvement  of  the  playground.   As  their 
first  task  they  will  remove  aged  and  possibly  dangerous 
equipment  from  the  site. 

Regina  Curtis  spoke  of  grants  which  offer  funding 
specifically  for  recreational  areas.   One  snecifically 
mentioned  was  from  DARE,  an  $8,000  fund  for  playground 
equipment . 

Anne  Zak  suggested  soliciting  funds  from  Camp  Anderson 
and/or  the  Audubon  Society  as  a  goodwill  donation  in  lieu 
of  taxes. 

A  meeting  of  the  Recreation  Committee  and  the  new 
subcommittee  is  scheduled  for  Thurs .  Sept.  7,  1995  at  4:30  pm. 

The  Police  Department  will  be  doing  car  window  etchings 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  16,  1995,  between  the  hours  of  8:30  a.m.  and 


Michael  Broad,  FCRHA  Rep. 
Regina  Curtis 
Elizabeth  Scully 
Fran  Zera 
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The  newest  picture  from  Bob  Ellis's  studio  is 
"A  BOBCAT  BY  MOONLIGHT  1995".  A  commissioned 
piece,  the  work  grew  out  of  several  encounters 
over  three  years  with  the  elusive  cat,  mostly 
by  tracking,  in  the  State  Forest.  The  work  is 
to  soon  join  the  line  of  miniature  reproduc- 
tions done  up  in  the  familiar  greeting  card 
format.  Quantities  of  a  single  pattern  from 
the  line,  for  holiday  or  other  use,  may  be  or- 
dered at  15%  off  before  Nov.  15,  prepaid, 
minimum  order  20.  Call  Tom  Sullivan  to  order: 
508  -  544-7894. 

ART  SHOW  RECEPTION  AT  MONTAGUE  BOOK  MILL 

The  mundane  and  the  mystical  dance  together  in 
the  colorful  mixed-media  collages  and  wall  sculp- 
tures by  Jane  Beatrice  Wegscheider  on  display 
in  October  at  the  Book  Mill  Gallery  on  Greenfield 
Road  in  Montague. 

Ms.  Wegscheider  has  an  MFA  from  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute  and  has  been  a  recipient  of  numerous 
sholarships  and  awards,  most  recently  a  1994-95 
Intermedia  Arts  Interdisciplinary  Grant.   She  has 
lived  in  many  places,  including  Massachusetts,  and 
finds  herself  now  in  a  small  town  on  the  prarie 
in  the  Flint  Hills  region  of  Kansas,  teaching  in 
a  community  arts  program  and  raising  her  2-year- 
old  son  Ezekiel.   Ms.  Wegscheider ' s  work  reflects 
her  belief  that  the  divine  is  often  revealed 
through  the  'domestic1. 

There  will  be  a  closing  reception  for  the  artist 
and  anyone  interested,  on  October  29  at  2pm  at 
the  Book  Mill  Gallery.   For  more  information, 
please  contact  Janice  Sorensen  at  (413)  259-1526. 


BREAK- IN  AT  COUNTRY  STORE 

The  Wendell  Country  Store  was  struck  by  robbery 
again  this  month  as  intruders  broke  in  late  at 
night  on  Sunday,  Oct.  1. 

Heavy  iron  bars  were  forcefully  removed  from 
a  rear  window  of  the  store  by  the  vandals,  and 
after  gaining  entry  they  took  considerable 
quantities  of  liquor  and  cigarrettes. 

There  are  suspects  in  the  case,  which  is  at 
press  time  still  under  investigaton  by  state 
and  local  police. 
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Wendell    Selectboard   Meeting    September    12,    1995    -   Minutes    - 
The  meeting    convened    at    7 :00p.m.       Members   present    were.-      Anne 
Zak.    Margo   CulJey   and   Ted  Lewis.      Also   present    were   Fran    Zera 
and   Elden    Koch,    reporters    from    the    Greenfield   Recorder    and 
Elizabeth    Scully. 

MinuteE    were   read    and    approved    and    the    warrantE    were 
ei  gned . 

Anne    Zak    gave   a    summary   report    of    the   Local    Partnership 
Meeting,       Focus    Groups    such    as    local    artists    etc.    will    meet 
on    three    consecutive    days    (Sept.    18,    19,    and   20)    at    the 
Senior    Center    to   discuss   Economic   Development    Plans   for    the 
town.       Their    recent    survey   produced    a    20%    return;    the    results 
oi    which    can    be   reviewed   upon    request. 

The    Partnership    Group    discusEed    the    number    of    land 
owners   with   more   than    two    licensed  vehicles    on    their    land. 
They   would    like    this   matter    and   places  with    more    than    one 
legal    mobile  home    "    cleaned-up".      Ms.    Zak    asked   Ted   Lewis    to 
do    a   physical    check    of    such    properties    and    Epeak    to    the 
owners   prior    to   a   formal    visit    by   the   police. 

It    has    come    to    the    attention    of    the   Board    that    the    War 
Memorial    Stones    in    front    cf    the    library   have   been    suffering 
from   the    salt    and   sand   during    snow   season.       It    was    suggested 
thev    be    moved,    either    back    closer    to    the    library    or    over    near 
the    Band    Stand    close    to    the    cemetery.       This    will    be    on    the 
agenda    of    the    Public    Hearing    to    be    held    on    the    20th    of    Sept. 
at     7;00o.ra. 

Margo    Culley   will    speak    to    Jean    Forward    of    the 
Historical    Commission    regarding    this    matter    and    Ted   Lewis 
will    speak    to   Al    Baldwin    of    the   Veterans'    Committee. 

It    was   noted    that    there    is    a  need    for    one    member    for 
each    of    the   following   town    boards:      The   School    Committee,    The 
Finance    Committee,    The   Planning    Board    and    the    Conservation 
Commi  EBi  on . 

Anne    Zak   noted,    with    gratitude,    the   prompt    response    of 
the   volunteers    who   have    already   removed      dangerous    equipment 
from    the    playground. 

In    response    to    a   request    from    the    Town    Auditor,    the 
Selectboard   voted   unanimously    to    establish    policies   which 
will     include    the    Board   maintaining    a    ledger    of    fixed    assets 
such    as;       all    office    equipment,    and    all    town    buildings.       They 
will    a3 so    inform   all    Boards   that    they  must    maintain    annual 
inventories    and   updated    cash    books.       The    Town    will    provide 
the   cash    books   so   they   will    be   uniform   and    all    boards   will    be 
reouired    to   make   monthly   payments    and   reports    to    the    Town 
Treasurer . 

In    this   vein,    the   Board   will    remind   all    personnel    that 
the    use    of    town    property    for    personal    use    is    prohibited. 
Also    all    Departments    are   mandated   to   keep   minutes    of    all 
of    their    meetings. 

There    will    be    a    LLRW   Management    Board    meeting    on    Sept. 
20,    1995    from    9:00a.m.    to   noon. 

On    a   related   note,    Don't    Waste   Massachusetts   has 
scheduled    a    citizen's    forum    for    Saturday,    Sept.    30,    1995    from 
9:30   until    2:00p.m.    at    Amherst    College. 

The   Board   received    a    letter    from   USDA   regarding   name    and 
location    change   for    the   Farmer's  Home   Administration. 
Beginning    Oct.    1,    1995,    they   will    be   known    as   Rural    Economic 
and    Community   Development    Services. 

The  Franklin  County  Selectmen's  Association  quarterly 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  September  21,  1995  at  6:oop.m.  at 
the   Villa  Dimaio    in    Whately. 

Board   members    signed    the   Household   Hazardous   Waste   Day 
M0U.      Hazardous   Waste   Day  will    be   Oct.    21,    1995.      Wendell 
residents   will    use    the   Montague    land    fill    between    the   hours 
of    9   and  noon.      Everyone   must    be   pre-r egist ered  with    the 
Hazardous    Waste    Coordinator. 

The   Board  received   an    invitation    to    the   Franklin   County 
Solid   Waste   Management    District's    Trash    Bash    to   be   held    on 
Sept.    17,    at    4 :00p.m.    at    the   Stump   Sprouts    in   West    Hawley. 

Anne   Zak,    Chairperson,    signed   the   notice    of    the  Workers' 
Come.    Agency   regarding    their    change    in    status    from   profit    to 
n  on -prof  it  .  j 

Ms .    Zak    also    signed    the    change    order    for    Wendej-1 1 /New 
Salem   Handicap   Access   Project. 

The    Clean    Water    Action    Group    will    be    canvassing    in 
Wendell    during    the   weeks    of    Sept.    9th    and    Sept.    30th. 

The   meeting    adjourned    at    S:M0p.m. 
Respectfully   submitted 
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8-7-95  Furnace  Malfunction 

8-13-95  Smoke  Investigation 

8-14-95  Public  Service 

8-15-95  Medical  Call 

8-15-95  Medical  Call 

8-21-95  Public  Service 

8-22-95  Public  Service 

8-27-95  Public  Service 

9-2-95  Medical  Call 

9-5-95  Public  Service 

9- 1 4-95  Vehicle  Rollover 

9-20-95  Vehicle  Fire 

9-30-95  Public  Service 

9-30-95  Mutual  Aid 


50  Stone  Rd. 
Mormon  Hollow  Rd 
Br.  Mm.  Rd. 
Wren  Gould  Rd. 
Elm  St. 

Lockes  Village  Rd. 
West  Rd. 
West  Rd. 

Center  St. 
Lockes  Village  Rd. 
Wendell  Depot  Rd. 
Farley  Rd. 
Kentfield  Rd. 
Shutesbury 


LOST  AT  HARVEST  FESTIVAL: 

Sandalwood  beads  with  elephants, 
Sentimental  value.   544-7438. 


LAND  FOR  SALE 

Bullard  Pasture  Road,  3  acres, 

400  ft.  road  frontage.   $15,000.00 

Susan  -  707-528-9615. 


LAND  TRANSFERS 


Jeffery    &   Judith   A.    Bauman    to   Anita 
and   Melvin   Nims    -    5.2  4   acres    and 
buildings    -    $86,500.00    -    Locke 
Hill    Road   -    July    27,    1995. 

Kelly    Al    Souza    to   Scott    Souza   - 
3    acres   -    $5,000.00    -    Lockes 
Village    Road   -    August    3,    199  5. 

Janet   Burstein   and  Jyl   L.    Felman   to 
Daniel   G.    and   Patricia   O'Leary   - 
7.5    acres    -    $160,000.00    -    Bullard 
Pasture    Road   -    land    and  buildings. 

Franklin   J.    Ellis    to   Mt.    Grace    Land 
Conservation   Trust   -    Bear  Mt. 
Road   -    11    acres    -    $15,000.00    - 
August    21,    19  95. 

Francis    and   Laura   Doughty    and 

Gloria   Kegeles    to   Mason  M.    Phelps 
-    10    acres    -    $11,750.00    -    New 
Salem   Road   -    August    25,    1995. 
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■Jen  dell    Selectboard   Meeting    September    19,     1995    -    Minutes    - 
The   meeting    convened    at    7;00p.m.    Members    present    were.-       Anne 
Zak,    Mar  go    Culley.    Ted   Lewis.       Also    present    were;       Regina 
Curtis    and    Elizabeth    Scully.       The    warrants    were    signed    and 
correspondence    rev: ewed .       Board    members    signed    a    letter    of 
thanks    to    Senator    Rosenberg    and    Representative    Kulik    for 
their    efforts    in    gaining    funds    for    the    Wendell    Well.       Minutes 
were- read    and    approved. 

The   meeting    adjourned   to    the    Senior    Center    for    the 
scheduled    All    Board   Meeting.       Those    present    were: 
An n e    Z ak  ,       Sr-lectboard 
Mar  go    Cu 1 1 ey ,    Se 1 ect  boar  d 
Ted    Lewis,    Selectboard 
Regina    Curtis.    Admin.    Assistant 
Janice    Barrett,     GMA 
Everett    Ricketts    Sr . ,    Fire    Chief 
Charles    T.    Smith,    Bd ,    of    Health 
Daniel    Sacigaiupo,    Highway   Dept . 
Mason    Phelps.    Conservation    Commission 
William    Lai  ley.    Citizen 
Joseph    Coll,    Citizen 
T.A.Gajenon    Jr.,    Bd.    of    Assessors 
Lee    Trousdale.    Finance    Committee 
Elizabeth    McConnell,    School    Board 
'Mancv   Riebsch layer  ,    Accountant 
Shirley    White,    Planning    Board 
eld  on    K  o  ch  .    R  cp  or  t  er 

Elizabeth    Scully,    Selectboard    Clerk 

Hsmish    Blackman,    Representative    of    the    Employee    Assistance 
Program  . 

Mr.    Blackman    gave    a    talk    on    the    Employee    Assistance    Program 
sponsored    bv    MEGA    and    funded    through    Workers'    Compensation 
Program.    He    said    it     is    a    confidential    counseling    and    referral 
program    that    might    deal    with    domestic    violence,    the    care    of 
elder    oarents,    problems    between    husband    and    wife    and/or    adult 
children,     legal    help,    mortgage    information    etc.      He    stressed 
the    ^ac*     that    all     information    is    confidential    and    said    five 
sessions    per    year    would   be    allowed    for.  each    family   member 
provided    the    issue    is    not    the    same.       All    counselors    must    have 
at    least    an    M.A.    and    5    years    post    graduate    experience,    he 
said.       And    there    is    no    cost    to    the    town    or    the    individual   -t 
recipients.       The    closest    offices    to    Wendell    are    in    Athoi , 
Turners    Falls.    Montague    and    Amh'erst  .       Anyone    on    the    Wendell 
payroll     is    eligible. 

Anne    Zak    gave    an    overall    view   of    the   recent    meetings    of 
the    Local    Partnership.       She    spoke    of    the   Mad   River    Survey    and 
its    27i%    response    and    the    Focus    Groups    such    as:       Home    Based 
Businesses.    Agriculture,    Forestry,    Artists,    etc.       The    focus 
zroups    will    meet    in    the    Senior    Center    for    the    next    several 
weeks    and    a   Public   Forum   will    be   held    in    December    to   report 
to    the    town    its    findings.       They   hope    to    finalize    it    by 
January    1996,    Ms.    Zak    said. 

Ms.    Zak.    speaking    for    the   Board,    and   at    the   request    of 
the  Auditor    asked    that    all    departments   use    a    cash   book,    which 

the    town    will    supply,    to   record    all    cash    transactions.       These 

are    to   be    tallied    and    a   report    is    to   be   given    to    the    Town 

Treasurer    once    every    month. 

Ms.    Zak    asked,    too,    that    each    department     inventory    all 

equipment    and    include    the    serial    numbers,    when    available. 

ThiE    ie  to    include    capital    assets    which    start    at    a   value 

of    approximately    $500.00 

She    then    spoke    of    the    Community  Action    Committee    and    the 
grants    +he    town    can    expect    this    year    which    include    3    dry 
fiycranLs,     >-■    nouEing    unite,    repairs    to   Morse    Village    Rd .    and 
water    and    sewer    work    with    the    Town    of    Erving  . 

Regina    Curtis    spoke    of    the      Community  Action    Committee's 
recuest    for    another    "wish    list"    of    sorts    and    distributed 
forms    for    each    department's    use.       She    asked    that    they 
prioritize    at     least    three    top    wishes    saying    that    it    is    o.k. 
%o    repeat     last    vear's    requests. 

Anne    Zak    reported    on    the    Route    2    meeting    she    attended    in 
Erving.       There    was    a    discussion    of    safety    improvements    frpm 
phijjipston    to    Greenfield.       There    was    talk    of    a    $100,000'. 
Safety    study    to    take   place. 
The    meeting    adjourned    at    9:23p.m. 
Respectful iv   submitted 
Elizabeth    Scully 
Selectboard    Clerk 


T-jcM^ofSsf 


J&lmbeU. 
^looblnorkhtg 

Bud  Davis 


Computer  Aided  Design 
Building  4  Remodeling 
Custom  Cabinetry  & 
Furniture 


304  New  Salem  Rd 
Wendell.  MA  01379 


(508)  544-7290 


C&G  BOOKKEEPING 

COMPUTERIZED 
BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


SMALL  BUSINESS  SPECIALISTS 
GENERAL  LEDGER  &  REPORTS 
PAYROLL  &  QUARTERLY  TAXES 


WENDELL,  MA 


508-544-7735 
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Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  September  26,  1995  -  Minutes  - 
The  meeting  convened  at  7:00  p.m.   Members  present:  Anne  Zak, 
Margo  Culley  and  Ted  Lewis.   Also  present  were:  Elden  Koch, 
Reporter  for  the  Greenfield  Recorder,  Joe  Coll,  from  the 
Athol  Daily  and  Elizabeth  Scully.   Minutes  read  and  approved, 
warrants  signed  and  correspondence  reviewed. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Karl  Davies  regarding  a 
forestry  issue  on  town  woodlots.   Danny  Bacigalupo  and  Prudy 
Smith  will  meet  with  him  in  October. 

Kenneth  Wing  attended  the  meeting  with  a  request  to  have 
his  license  changed  to  reflect  a  display  area  for  cars  for 
sale  and  a  fence.  He  also  requested  the  number  of  12  cars 
presently  allowed  be  increased.  And  he  asked  permission  to 
install  an  advertisement  sign.  Board  needs  to  receive  these 
requests  in  writing.  Board  members  will  hold  a  Town  Hearing, 
after  notifying  his  abutters  re  the  sign,  and  if  there  are 
no  serious  objections  they  may  issue  him  a  permit. 

A  Dog  Hearing  was  held  at  8:00  p.m.  to  hear  the  complaints 
of  Mr.  Art  Johnson's  neighbors,  Jean  and  Paul  Dailey,  con- 
cerning the  all  night  barking  of  his  dogs.  Present,  besides 
Mr.  Johnson  and  the  Daileys,  were:   Maggie  Houghton,  Wendell's 
Dog  Officer,  Sean  Dailey,  Steven  Willard  and  Marilyn  Sessions, 
also  neighbors  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

Anne  Zak  read  aloud  notes  from  prior  Dog  Hearings  involving 
these  same  people.  Maggie  Houghton  spoke  of  the  many  complaints 
she  has  had  about  these  dogs.  After  a  lengthy  discussion 
involving  all  of  those  present,  the  Board  ordered  that  Mr. 
Johnson  put  his  dogs  indoors  by  10:00  p.m.  and  not  let  them 
out  until  6:00  a.m.   After  Mr.  Johnson  said  he  would  not  do 
this,  the  Board  voted  unanimously  to  petition  the  courts  to 
have  the  dogs  removed  from  the  town  if  there  is  one  more 
complaint  concerning  these  dogs. 

Judith  Wilder  met  with  the  Board.  She  showed  them  a 
cash  book  she  had  purchased  for  the  Planning  Board  and 
promised  to  purchase  one  for  each  of  the  town  departments  if 
it  was  satisfactory.  Board  members  gratefully  accepted  her 
offer. 

Mrs.  Wilder  gave  the  Board  a  resignation  form  for  the 
position  of  Town  Treasurer  saying  she  wants  to  devote  her 
time  to  the  position  of  Tax  Collector  which  she  also  holds. 
She  said  she  wanted  to  discuss  it  with  the  Board  before  she 
submits  it  formally  to  the  Town  Clerk.  All  three  Board 
members,  although  disappointed,  agreed  to  support  her  in  her 
decision. 

The  Selectboard  and  Mrs.  Wilder  adjourned  to  the  basement 
to  check  on  available  space  to  store  outdated  files. 
The  meeting  adjourned  at  9:35  p.m. 


Wendell  Selectboard  Meeting  October  3,  1995  -  Minutes  - 
The  meeting  convened  at  7:00  p.m.   Members  present  were: 
Anne  Zak,  Margo  Culley,  Ted  Lewis.   Also  present:   Joe  Coll, 
Reporter  for  the  Athol  Daily  News,  Elden  Koch,  Reporter  for 
the  Greenfield  Recorder,  Regina  Curtis,  Town  Coordinator  and 
Elizabeth  Scully,  Selectboard  Clerk.  Minutes  were  read  and 
approved  and  warrants  were  signed. 

The  Selectboard  appointed  Richard  Asmann  to  the  Planning 
Board  at  the  suggestion  of  David  Wilder  and  Shirley  White, 
both  Planning  Board  members . 

The  Board  voted  to  designate  School  Committee  members  as 
Special  Municipal  Employees  and  also  voted  to  exempt  Claire 
McGinnis  from  the  Conflict  of  interest  Provision. 

There  will  be  a  Swift  River  School  Committee  meeting  on 
Oct.  5,  1995  at  7:30  p.m. 

There  was  a  notice  from  the  Highway  Superintendent 
stating  that  Locke's  Village  Road  would  be  closed  from  the 
Country  Store  to  Locke  Hill  Road  from  7:00  a.m.  until  5:00 
p.m.  on  Oct.  5th,  so  it  can  be  paved. 

The  Massachusetts  Selectmen's  Association  will  hold 
their  Fall  Workshop  on  November  14,  1995  in  Westborough. 

The  Board  received  a  formal  resignation  from  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals'  Chairman,  James  Woodward. 

A  public  Forum  -  Mass  Commission  Against  Discrimination 
sponsored  by  Stan  Rosenberg  and  the  Franklin  County 
Commission  is  scheduled  for  10/19/95  from  7:00  p.m.  to 
9:00  p.m. 

The  Board  received  a  letter  from  MHD  regarding  the 
disrepair  of  the  Wendell  Depot  Bridge. 
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TOWN   OF   WENDELL 


A   Public   Hearing   was    held   in    response    to    a    request    from 
Paul   Rich    for  permission   to  buy    and   sell   second  hand   cars    on 
his    land   on   Wickett    Pond   Road    and   an    application    for    a 
Class    II    license.      Mr.    Rich   said  he  wants    to   repair    and 
perhaps    sell    cars    and   to    do    this,    he    needs    repair   plates    and 
dealer's   plates.       He   said  he   needs    a    license    from   the   town 
before   he    can   get    the   plates. 

Michael   Wing    attended    the    Hearing    to    contest   Mr.    Rich's 
request.    Mark   Marceau,    an    abutter   of   Mr.    Rich,    also   opposed 
the    Class    II    license    for  Mr.    Rich.    He   said  Wickett    Pond   Road 
did  not   need   two  car   repair  businesses.      He   also   said  his 
property  would  be    right  between    the   two.    He   said  he   thought 
it  would  be   poor   town   planning.      He    also   said  he  would  have 
opposed  Mr.    Wing's    business    had   he  been   in    town   prior    to    its 
beginning  because    of    the    noise    factor    and  his    concern    about 
his   well. 

Joe    Diemand  was    also   present    and  he    informed   Mr.    Rich    of 
the   severe    laws    and   regulations    imposed   on    commercial 
businesses  . 

Margo  Culley  requested  a  continuance  in  order  to  have 
more  time  for  research  into  this  matter.  Anne  Zak  made  a 
motion  for  a  continuance  and  Ms.  Culley  seconded  it.  The 
Hearing  will   reconvene   on   Oct.    24,    1995    at    7:30    p.m. 

Board  members    signed   aletter   to  Mr.    Arthur   Johnson 
reminding  him  of    their   decision   to   seek   a   court   order   to  have 

his    dogs    removed   if   he   does    not    adhere   to   their  order   to 
bring   the    dogs    inside  between   the  hours    of    10:00   p.m. 
and   6:00    a.m. 

Superintendent   Lubinsky    is    requesting,    via   an    agenda 
item   for   the   School   Committee   Meeting,    that    the   Mahar   excess 
funds   be    transferred   to   the   Swift    River   School.    Board  members 
agreed    a  warrant    for   the    request    should  be   placed   on    the 
Special   Town  Meeting   agenda   if   the   School   Board  passes    it. 

A  Special   Town   Meeting   is    scheduled    for  Nov.    2,    1995    at 
7:00    p.m.       The   Wendell    Depot    Rd.    Bridge  will   be    on    the 
warrant. 

Preparations    for   a  Town   Auction   to  be   held   on  Nov.    18th 
at    the   Town    Garage    at    10:30    a.m.    are    underway. 

The   meeting   adjourned   at   9:30   p.m. 
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JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

WENDELL  TREASURER 

(Temporary  Appointment 

until  5/96  Election) 

Position  requires  bookkeeping 
and  computer  skills.  Duties 
include  payroll,  investing 
and  borrowing  when  needed. 
Former  Treasurer  will  train. 

Salary  is  $3250.00  per  year. 

Approx  15  hours  per  week  to 
be  scheduled  by  applicant. 

Office  located  at  Town  Office. 

See  Board  of  Selectmen  for 
more  info.  544-3395. 
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PALI  update: 


Friday  October  13,  1995  was  the  first  gathering  of  our  Pali 
group  here  in  Wendell.  We  met  at  the  Senior  Center  in  town.  The 
turn-out  was  small  but  powerful  We  have  a  great  opening  season 
of  voices  beginning  to  chime  true  We  hope  that  in  time  the  group 
may  grow  to  a  reasonable  size  The  more  voices,  the  greater  the 
resonance,  the  more  resonance  the  greater  the  concentration 

Please  keep  in  mind,  that  all  are  welcome  at  any  time  There  is 
no  charge  Yet  for  anyone  who  wants  to,  there  will  be  an 
opportunity  to  make  offering  (dana)  to  defray  the  cost  for 
paper/books  ect  Dana  is  an  acceptable  way  to  cover  the  cost 
incurred  when  sharing  the  teachings  of  the  Buddha  Since  the 
beginning,  the  Buddha's  teachings  have  been  said  to  be  priceless, 
so  there  is  no  price  that  can  be  laid  upon  them 

What  is  PALI  ? 

Pali  is  one  of  the  oldest  spoken  languages  in  the 
world!  It  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  street  talk 
version  of  Sanskrit.  These,  were  of  the  original 
languages  spoken  over  2500  years  ago  by  the 
Buddha,  to  encourage  liberation. 

Through  completely  awakening  the  mind 
(Buddha),  to  the  true  nature  of  things  (Dhamma), 
liberation  is  experienced  and  realized  by  those 
(Sangha)  who  live  and  practice  awareness. 

Pali  chanting  is  one  of  the  greatest  forms  of 
concentration  available  in  this  world.. .come 
experience  the  liberating  factors  of  the  Buddha's 
teachings  through  our  shared  voice.  Hear  it  for 
yourself,  resonant  and  alive. 

Small  intervals  of  insight  meditation 
(Vipassana)  will  be  alternately  used  with  Pali 
chanting. 

Where?  In  the  town  of  Wendell,  at  the  Senior 
Center  across  from  the  cemetery. 
When?  Friday's  at  6:30  p.m.  ,r\ 


otmon 
ollow 


LTD. 


JOSEPH  DIEMAND 
DEANWONSEY 
JANE  MARSHALL 


NATL. 
1-800-DIE-MAND 

LOCAL 
506-544-7206 


MORMON   HOLLOW   ROAD   •   WENDELL   MA  01379 


P3 


VfetfoeLL 


AUG  SEPT 

Avg  H  Temp(*)   82(78)  69(69) 

Avg  L  Temp      54(57)  45(48) 

Mean             68.3  59.2 

Avg  Mean(89-94)  67.9  58.3 

Rain(")          2.97  2.86 

*  -  Average  monthly  H  and  L 
temperatures  for  1989  -  94. 

August  and  September  were  fairly 
normal  for  temperatures  and  on'  the 
dry  side.   In  fact,  August  was  the 
driest  I  have  recorded  but  September 
was  only  the  3rd  driest  since  1988. 
In   9/90  I  only  recorded  1.35"  of 
rain  for  the  month.   The  93°  reading 
on  August  2nd  was  the  highest 
temperature  I  have  recorded  in 
August.   The  first  frost  was  on  the 
29th  of  September  which  was  very 
close  to  my  average  date  of  first 
frost  which  is  September  30th. 

Bill  Lafley 


The  Wendell  Depot  railroad  station  circa  1900.   After  it 
fell  into  disuse,  it  was  demolished  in  the  1940's. 

Photograph  from  the  Wendell 
Historical  Society  collection. 
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A  very  small  group  of  dedicated  volunteers  has  kept 
the  Good  Neighbors  foodshare  program  going 
throughout  the  summer.  Distribution  of  surplus  food 
from  Bread  and  Circus  Supermarket  in  Amherst  and 
from  Foster's  Market  in  Greenfield  will  continue. 
Distribution  of  food  from  the  foodbank  and  goverment 
surplus  has  been  discontinued. 

Distribution  occurs  on  Sundays  at  the  Town  Offices 
from  5  to  6  PM.  Everyone  is  eligible  to  participate  in  the 
food  share  and  no  cash  donation  will  be  expected. 
What  we  do  need  are  a  few  more  people  to  give  modest 
amounts  of  time  and  energy,  particularly  for  distribtion 
of  food  on  Sundays  and  clean-up  of  left-overs.  A  few 
people  could  make  a  BIG  difference  to  the  future  of 
Good  Neighbors.  Could  you  be  one  of  them?  It  would 
be  a  sad  to  see  this  very- Wendell  program  end.  Call 
Margo  Culley  if  you  could  give  an  hour  or  two  every 
week  or  every  other  week  (544-2020). 


Jour  Community  Store 

Groceries  •  Deli  •  Cafe  •  Gifts 

Videos  •  Gasoline  •  Beer 

•Wines  &  Liquors  • 

'Everything  for  the  Community 
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Homemade  Gourmet  Deli  Salads 
•  All  New  Cards  and  Gift  Department  > 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 

7:30  am  -  9  pm  (Sun.  9  am  -  8  pm) 
Sunday  Beer-Wine-Liquor  Sales 

544-8646 
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Following  cutbacks  in  the  National 
Guard  the  local  26th  Infantry  Brigade 
will  become  part  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland's  "Blue  and  Gray"  Division. 
The  colors  blue  and  gray  on  the 
29th's  division  patch  refer  to  the 
merging  of  Confederate  and  Union 
militias  following  the  Civil  War. 

The  29th  Infantry  Division  is  one 
of  only  three  light  infantry 
divisions  left  in  the  U.S. Army.  The 
other  two  light  divisions  are   the 
10th  Mountain  Division  in  N.Y.  and 
the  25th  "Tropical  Lightning" 
Division  in  Hawaii. 

Beginning  October  1,  local  members 
of  the  26th  Infantry  Brigade  will 
part  with  their  cherished  "YD" 
shoulder  patch.  The  patch  has  been  a 
reminder  of  the  proud  tradition  of 
service  to  the  people  of  Western 
Massachusetts  by  the  26th  Infantry 
Division.  The  famous  "YD"  patch, 
standing  for  the  26th  Infantry 
Division's  nickname  "Yankee 
Division"   will  be  removed  from  the 
uniforms  of  the  local  guardsmen  to  be 
replaced  by  the  blue  and  gray  patch 
of  the  29th  Infantry  Division. 

The  "YD"  patch  is  familiar  to 
Wendell  residents  as  the  patch  worn 
by  local  "Doughboys"  in  W.W.I  at 
St.Mihiel  and  the  Meuse-Argonne ,  and 
by  local  veterans  with  Patton's  Third 
Army  in  W  .  W  .  II . 

The  local  104th  Infantry  Regiment, 
26th  Infantry  Brigade  is  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  Hampshire  Regiment, 
first  constituted  May  7th,  1662. 

Joseph  Coll 
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Expanding  Options,  Surmounting  Obstacles 

The  Wendell  community  is  fortunate  to  have 
several  representatives  of  one  of  the  world's 
oldest  professions  -  midwifery.   Paloma 
Terese,  Lena  Morimoto  and  Eva  Schachtl  are 
each  trained  Independent  Midwives  with  the 
knowledge  and  skills  to  assist  women  giving 
birth  at  home.  The  three  studied  together 
at  Maternidad  La  Luz,  a  free-standing  birth- 
ing center  with  an  apprenticeship  program 
for  independent  midwives, in  El  Paso,  Texas, 
during  the  winter  of  1990-91.   Within  the 
next  few  years  Paloma,  Lena  and  Eva  have 
by  chance  all  settled  in  Wendell,  where  they 
are  each  pursuing  the  practice  of  midwifery. 

In  late  September,  the  Wendell  Post  con- 
ducted an  interview  with  the  three  women, 
in  which  they  shared  their  personal  stories 
about  how  they  were  drawn  to  become  midwives, 
their  experiences  at  Maternidad  La  Luz, 
their  views  about  birth,  midwifery  and  the 
medical  profession,  and  the  future  of  mid- 
wifery.  The  following  are  a  brief  his- 
torical review,  and  excerpts  from  that 
interview. 

In  the  Western  part  of  the  world  prior  to 
the  late  sixteenth  century,  all  births  oc- 
curred at  home,  usually  with  the  assistance 
of  a  midwife.   In  Europe,  during  the  1600' s, 
male  physicians  began  to  attend  births  with 
greater  and  greater  frequency.   Eventually, 
physicians  displaced  midwives  as  the  most 
popular  birth  attendants,  despite  the  fact 
that  their  initially  crude  "scientific"  tech- 
niques did  little  to  improve  the  infant  mor- 
tality rate.   In  fact,  at  times  due  to  the 
over- zealous  application  of  newly-developed 
obstetric  techniques  and  equipment,  and 
lack  of  sterile  practices,  the  mortality 
rates  for  physician-attended  births  were 
significantly  higher  than  those  for  midwives. 
Nonetheless,  physicians  began  to  voice 
opposition  to  the  practice  of  women  atten- 
ding women,  resulting  in  a  fierce  battle 
which  was  finally'resolved'  by  the  "social 
consensus  that  midwives  be  trained  in 
scientific  methods  and  brought  into  the 
official  medical  system." 

Currently,  74%  of  all  births  in  Europe  are 
attended  by  midwives,  and  in  every  European 
country  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  lower 
that  the  United  States.   In  the  Third  World 
countries,  where  physician-attended  birth  has 
never  been  available  for  most  women  and  where 
even  basic  technology  is  often  lacking,  at 
least  85%  of  births  are  attended  by  midwives. 

In  the  United  States,  despite  official  op- 
positions to  midwifery  beginning  in  the  early 
20th  century,  the  work  of  midwives  was  kept 
alive  through  several  small  organizations 
which  trained  midwives  to  work  in  poor  rural 
areas.   By  the  1970' s,  standards  and  cer- 
tification exams  were  established  for  Cer- 
tified Nurse  Midwives.   CNMs  are  registered 
nurses  who  complete  an  additional  several 
of  training  in  obstetrics. 

While  CNMs  work  within  and  are  sanctioned 
by  the  medical  system,  independent  (or  "direct 
entry"  or  "lay")  midwives  generally  work 
outside  the  medical  system  and  receive  their 
training  through  one  of  several  midwifery 
schools  in  the  United  States,  and/or  appren- 
ticeship programs.   (Currently  there  are 
about  6,000  Independent  Midwives  in  the  U.S.). 


Herbal  Teas  for  Heart  &  Soul 


Beverage  Teas  •  Medicinal  Teas 
Custom  Blends  •  Brewing  Supplies 
Bulk  Dried  Herbs  •  Healing  Salves 
Beautiful  Gift  Baskets 

Call  or  write  for  a  free  catalog! 

ARTEMIS  Herbs  ft  Botanicals 

175  Neilson  Rd.,  New  Salem,  MA  01364 

1-508-544-7559 


WENDELL  MIDWIVES 
(left  to  right) : 

Paloma  Terese 

Lena  Morimoto  (with  Sen) 

Eva  Schachtl 


During  the  1960's,  the  demand  for  the  ser- 
vices l     independent  midwives  for  homebirths 
began  to  increase  as  mothers  searched  for  a 
more  natural  and  normal  experience  of  birth. 
At  that  time,  women  had  little  say  and  few 
rights  when  giving  birth,  fathers  were  rarely 
allowed  in  the  delivery  room,  and  infants 
were  routinely  separated  from  their  families 
for  long  periods  of  time.   The  entire  birth 
process  was  dominated  by  the  usually-male 
physician,  who  determined  every  aspect  of 
the  birth  including  the  position  of  the  la- 
boring woman,  the  use  of  medications  and 
interventions,  and  how  long  the  labor  would 
be  "allowed"  to  continue.   In  reaction  to 
these  conditions,  women  increasingly  opted 
for  home  birth  as  a  way  of  reclaiming  con- 
trol over  their  birth  processes. 

Today  in  the  U.S.,  while  the  trend 
toward  home  birth  and  'natural'  birth  con- 
tinues, less  than  5%  of  all  births  are 
attended  by  either  an  independent  or  a 
certified  nurse  midwife,  and  only  1-2% 
of  births  occur  at  home.   This  is  despite 
the  ample  body  of  scientific  evidence  that 
indicates  home  birth  for  pre-screened, 
low-risk  pregnancies  is  as  safe  or  safer 
than  for  the  same  group  in  hospitals. 

Independent  midwives  face  many  obstacles, 
including  prejudice  from  the  medical  pro- 
fession, persecution  from  health  authorities, 
and  laws  and  regulations  regarding  licensure 
and  legality  which  vary  state  to  state.   In 
10  states  the  preactice  of  independent  mid- 
wifery is  still  specifically  prohibited;  in 

6  it  is  alegal  (neither  prohibited  nor  legally 
defined);  in  another  14  it  is  legal  "by  li- 
centure,  certification  or  registration",  in  9 
others  it  is  legal  by  statute  but  licensure  is 
unavailable,  and  in  the  remaining  11  states, 
including  Mass.,  it  is  legal  "through  judicial 
interpretation  and  statutory  inference".   A 
further  hinderance  to  independent  midwives  is 
the  fact  that  although  home  birth  is  far  less 
expensive  than  hospital  birth,  Medicaid  and 
private  insurance  rarley  cover  home  birth  - 
in  stark  contrast  to  most  European  nations  - 
which  tends  to  make  it  a  priveledge  that  few 
can  afford. 

Currently,  the  Midwives  Alliance  of  North 
America  (MANA) ,  which  was  founded  in  1982, 
is  seeking  to  establish  a  national  licensing 
procedure  in  the  U.S.  for  independent  mid- 
wives  that  would  legitimize  lay  midwifery  and 
make  it  more  acceptable  to  the  general  public. 

Footnotes: 

1  Ashford;  "The  History  of  Midwifery  in  the 

United  States",  Mothering,  Winter  1990 

2  Mothering,  Fall  1995 


Wendell  Post:  What  attracted  you  initially  to 
midwifery? 

Eva:   I  never  was  interested  in  midwifery  or 
babies  until  I  became  pregnant.   That  was  the 
beginning  of  the  road... By  good  luck  I  ended 
up  under  midwifery  care... I  had  a  really  hard 
labor  -  40  hours  -  and  a  hard  birth,  but  I 
had  my  baby  at  home   And  it  was  great,  I 
felt  so  empowered  and  strong  after  that,  like 
a  lion!   They  don't  allow  people  to  do  that 
anymore,  [to  give  birth]  by  yourself,  with 
a  lot  of  support  but  not  with  someone  taking 
over  for  you.   So  I  immediately  wanted  to 


become  a  midwife  after  that.   I  think  pro- 
bably everyone  who  gives  birth  wants  to  be 
a  midwife,  but  [for  me]  it  stuck!   Then  I 
started  doing  workshops  and  apprenticing 
in  Boulder,  CO,  but  it  was  a  very  slow  pro- 
cess.  I  moved  to  Woodstock,  NY  to  work  as 
asn  apprentice  and  assistant,  and  then  I 
decided  to  go  to  school  where  I  could  get 
the  experience.   [Maternidad  La  Luz]  is  a 
birthing  center  on  the  border  with  Mexico. 
Lena:   They  had  between  35-60  births  per 
month  and  we  worked  three  24  shifts  per 
week. 

E:   We  worked  a  minimum  of  72  hours  and 
often  morec  because  if  you  had  someone  who 
had  a  baby,  you  stayed  on. 
L:   We  stayed  for  8  hours  or  so  after  the 
baby  was  born... The  center  was  three  rooms 
set  up  like  bedrooms  in  a  Victorian  house; 
there  wasn't  anything  to  make  you  feel  like 
you  were  in  a  medical  environment. 
Post:   How  did  you  become  interested  in  mid- 
wifery, Lena? 

L:   Also  with  the  birth  of  my  children,  Yuya 
and  Miya.   I  was  in  Japan,  I  went  to  an  Amer- 
ican physician. . .She  was  really  helpful  and 
gave  me  the  name  of  a  British  midwefe  who  was 
in  Kyoto  at  the  time  and  could  introduce  me 
to  Japanese  midwives... I  was  really  so  grate- 
ful that  she  did  that... I  called  [a  Japanese 
midwife]  who  was  64  years  old  at  the  time,  and 
I  used  the  same  midwife  for  Yuya,  Miya  and  Sen. 
Yuya's  birth  too,  was  very  hard,  about  30 

hours.   I  lost  two  nights  of  sleep  and  was 
really  wiped  out  at  the  end. 

Post:   What  got  you  through  that  experience? 
L:   There  was  never  any  fear  from  anybody, 
it  was  just  like,  this  is  what  you  do,  and 
you're  doing  it,  and  it  won't  last  forever.   I 
was  never  worried  that  it  wouldn't  be  al- 
right.  But  with  Yuya  I  didn't  really  feel 
that  I  would  become  a  midwife. .  That  birth  was 

at  a  birthing  center.   With  Miya,  she  was 
actually  born  in  the  car,  on  the  way  to  the 
midwife;  I  was  my  own  midwife!   It  was  so 
amazing  -  it  really  helped  having  another 
woman  there... my  friend  who  was  six  months 
pregnant  was  in  the  car,  and  the  whole  time 
I  was  telling  her  how  it  felt,  exactly  what 
it  was  like... It  was  snowing  outside,  and  I 
had  what  felt  like  incredible  jolts  of 
lightning  coming  through  the  top  of  my  head, 
and  then  there  would  be  nothing,  nothing, 
and  I'd  look  out  the  window  and  see  the 
snowflakes  falling. . .That  experience  taught 
me  that  if  you  don't  interfere  with  your 
body,  it  really  knows  what  to  do... Later  I 
attended  the  birth  of  a  friend  who  gave 
birth  at  home  without  a  midwife,  and  that 
was  another  beautiful  birth... The  baby 
was  born  in  the  caul  [birth  sack] ,  and  so 
i  took  some  scissors  and  pulled  it  off 
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over  his  head,  and  when  I  did  so,  he  took 
his  first  breath  right  there  in  front  of 
me.   I  think  that  is  when  I  really  got  in- 
terested [in  midwifery]  -  but  I  didn't 
realize  it  until  after  returning  to  the 
United  States  and  visiting  an  old  friend  who 
pointed  out  that  all  I  ever  talked  about 
was  birth  and  said  maybe  I  should  do  this! 

Post:   Paloma,  we  should  ask  you  the 
same  question. . . 

Paloma:   I  think  for  me  it  began  when  I  was 
18;  I  went  to  communities  in  Virginia  and 
began  this  whole  process  of  relearning  skills 
that  have  been  taken  away  from  us... We  did 
everything;  baking  bread... and  I  was  on  the 
dairy  crew  and  worked  horses  and  assisted 
them  in  their  births... The  first  book  I  ever 
bought  was  Birth,  by  Katherine  Mill.  Then 
later  in  the  West  Indies  I  took  survival  a 
step  deeper  and  went  into  the  jungles.   In  the 
process  I  was  also  around  people  in  true  need 
and  felt  that  I  had  nothing  to  offer.  And 
when  I  was  called  to  a  birth  once,  I  swore 
that  I  would  never  not  know  what  to  do... When 
I  returned  to  this  country  I  decided  that  I 
really  needed  to  learn  skills.   I  became  a 
licensed  acupuncturist  and  a  midwife.  Also 
having  two  children  definitely  inspired  me 
further.  My  first  son's  birth  was  very  dif- 
ficult. .  .They  say  in  Third  World  countries 
that  if  a  woman  has  a  difficult  birth,  they 
ask  her  to  become  a  midwife;  there  is  a  cer- 
tain compassion  that  comes  from  a  hard  birth. 

I  began  a  whole  midwifery  process  in  1985; 
I  went  to  Austin  and  I  did  a  year's  program 

there. .. [Later]  I  went  to  La  Luz...It 
was  an  incredible  experience.   [Practice 
while]  apprenticing  with  midwives  is  usually 
spotty,  but  at  La  Luz  we  were  doing  prenatals, 
20  a  day,  constant,  constant,  so  learning  the 
basics  of  palpation,  in  monitoring  heart  tones 
-  it  just  came  instantly.   But  I  still  feel 
that  ...I'm  a  midwife  from  a  real  thirst  to 
understand  survival ...  I  think  it's  our  innate 
need  as  women  to  understand  life  and  death. 
.  We're  up  against  a  lot  of  odds  in  this  par- 
ticular part  of  the  world;  where  I'm  from  in 
New  Mexico,  I'm  a  recognized  professional  med- 
ical person.   And  here. . .there's  no  territory 
to  geel  a  base  of  security  from... In  New  Mex- 
icao, .. .doctors  are  our  colleagues,  so  that 
when  I '  at  a  birth  and  have  a  question,  I 
have  my  doctor  on  the  phone. 

Post:   So  it's  different  legally,  from 
Massachusetts,  is  that  right? 

P:   We  have  licensed  midwives  in  New 
Mexico  that  aren't  nurses. 

Post:   So  [in  N.M.]  you  can  actually  work 
with  a  doctor  or  have  a  doctor  as  backup? 
P:   Oh  yes. 

Post:   And  that  is  different  from  here, 
where  you  have  to  function  independently? 

E:   Oh  yes--and  it's  also  [different]  eco- 
nomically because  you  can't  get  paid  by  Medi- 
caid here  -  that  makes  a  big  difference. 
Medicaid  will  pay  in  New  Mexico,  which  gives 
women  more  options,  so  it's  not  a  priviledge 
[to  have  a  home  birth] . 

Post:   Eva,  you  are  in  training  to  become 
a  certified  nurse-midwife? 

E:   Yes... I'm  in  nursing  school  at  GCC  and 
will  then  attend  a  nurse-midwifery  program  at 
Baystate  in  Springfield. .. It  takes  many  years 
. .  .to  become  a  CNM. 

Post:  And  then  you're  at  the  beck  and  cal] 
of  the  doctor's  anyway...? 

E:  Actually,  it  depends  on  where  you  work. 
At  Cooley-Dickinson  with  Kaiser,  there  are 
protocols  about  when  to  call  the  doctor  in, 
[but  the  CNMs]  are  part  of  a  team.   I  don't 
think  there  is  that  dynamic  of  heirarchy  so 
much.   But  another  thing  about  CNMs  is  that 


[they  generally  have]  about  15  minutes  with 
a  client  at  prenatals;  that  is  pretty  stan- 
dard.  Independent  midwives  have  an  hour. 

L:   The  insurance  companies  don't  want  to 
pay  for  them  to  spend  more  time. 

P:   It's  just  being  in  the  mold... and  we 
straddle  different  worlds... [At  La  Luz]  we 
had  to  do  skills  a  lot .. .constant  inter- 
ference with  the  laboring  woman... Now  that 
we've  become  "cultured  midweves". . .we  can 
step  back  and  be  the  guardian  of  the  gate  - 
we  have  all  the  skills  in  our  little  bags... 
but  really  its  just  a  matter  of  giving  you 
back  your  power. 

L:   I  felt  that  way  bout  the  15  home  births 
I  assisted  in  Japan... The  women  just  wanted 
me  to  be  on  the  side;  and  then  they  felt 
like  THEY  had  done  it. 

Post:  Do  you  find  that  there  is  a  conflict 
at  births,  knowing  when  you  should  do  some- 
thing and  when  you  should  let  the  woman  just 
go  through  her  process? 

E:   I  think  that's  where  the  art  comes  in... 
You  let  people  do  their  thing,  you  see  how 
they  are  doing  emotionally.  A  lot  of  times 
[the  women]  themselves  reach  a  point  when  they 
say,  "I  need  help"... and  then  you  can  do  some- 
thing.  And  it  doesn't  have  to  be  a  big  thing; 
it  can  be  walking  up  and  down  the  stairs, 
which  is  very  helpful... So  it's  always  just 
a  very  intuitive  thing  -  you  stay  in  touch 
with  what  is  going  on. 

L:   A  bath;  I've  seen  a  bath  make  an  in- 
credible difference  for  some  women. 

P:   [And  sometimes]  medical  intervention 
does  happen  and  it's  good  that  it  is  there. 
It's  just  a  matter  of  reclaiming  the  balance. 

E:   [Even  with]  prenatal  care,  you  have  to 
be  very  careful  who  you  go  to.  A  friend  of 
mine  who  was  pregnant  recently  went  to  a 
practice  with  an  obstetrician,  and  every  time 
she  came  out  of  a  prenatal  she  was  frazzled 
and  felt  badly  about  herself  because  there  was 
always  something  wrong!   She  had  either 
gained  too  much  weight,  or  too  little... and 
pregnant  women  are  so  sensitive!   You  really 
have  to  go  out  of  your  way  to  praise  them, 
and  say  that  they're  doing  really  well... 
That  builds  the  power  and  the  trust  that 
their  body  is  doing  it  perfectly. . .Otherwise 
they  say,  "I'm  so  glad  I  have  this  obste- 
trician -  I  couldn't  do  it  without  him!"  So 
prenatal  care  can  be  very  disempowering. 

P:   [That's  why]  the  more  women  that  can  go 
into  [the  medical  system]  and  bring  just  one 
aspect  of  healing. . .that's  a  revolution  too. 

L:   There  are  a  lot  of  independent  midwives 
going  into  nurse  midwifery  now,  who  are  really 
changing  the  face  of  it. 

E:   A  lot  of  nurse-midwives  I've  met  are 
very  inspiring. . .one  of  the  tasks  some  of  them 
consider  having  is  to  keep  the  institution  at 
bay! 

Post:   What  do  you  think  about  home  birth 
in  Wendell? 

E:   You  might  have  to  transport  [to  the 
hospital]  for  certain  things, .. .but  it's  not 
usually  a  matter  of  minutes. 

Post:   I  wonder  what  the  future  holds.  I'd 
be  interested  to  see  what  sort  of  balance 
things  come  to  in  the  future,  between  who lis - 
tic,  natural  shildbirth  and  midwifery,  and 
physicians. 

L:   It's  a  real  changing  time  right  now... 
Nationally,  the  Midwive's  Alliance  of  North 
America  (MANA)  is  trying  to  set  up  national 
certification  for  lay  midwives.  They're 
hoping  that  will  legitimize  lay-midwifery... 
They  have  a  national  exam  now.   It  has  its 
pluses  and  minuses.   On  the  one  hand,  it  will 
probably  make  [independent  midwifery]  more 
acceptable  to  the  general  public,  but  you  also 
have  limitations... 

E:   A  lot  of  times  licensing  goes  along  with 
a  lot  of  rules  about  what  you  need  to  do. 
Protocol . 

P:   Like  in  New  Mexico,  you  have  to  answer 
protocols  and  if  you're  in  trouble,  you  will 
be  reviewed. . » So  on  the  one  hand  it's  a  com- 
fort to  have  the  support,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  you're  hindered. 

E:   In  [Canada] .. .they  just  established 
licensure  a  few  years  ago.   In  their  system  the 
woman  has  the  choice  about  where  she  wants  to 
have  the  baby,  and  the  midwife  serves  her  at 


a  free-standing  birth  center  or  at  home  or  at 
a  hospital.  And  the  same  midwife  goes  every- 
where...And  the  midwives  are  paid  a  salary 
from  the  state... The  women  say  which  midwife 
they  want  and  where  they  want  the  birth;  not 
like  here,  where  you're  told,  "you  can  only 
go  here". 

L:   I  support  independent  midwifery.  Nation- 
al certification  seems  like  something  that  I 
can  really  believe  in  [too],  but  I  think  it's 
very  important  to  preserve  independent  mid- 
wifery... I  think  the  whole  spectrum  of  nurse- 
midwives,  lay-midwives  and  doctors  can  all 
work  together. 

Paloma  Terese  (544-7690)  and  Lena  Morimoto 
(544-2375)  are  available  as  midwives,  and  for 
consultations  regarding  pregnancy  and  child- 
birth.  Eva  Schachtl  (544-2121)  is  available 
for  consulting  also  at  this  time. 

Beth  McConnell 
Nae  Oma 
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ft  NEW  LOCAL  PROGRAM 


"Quabbin"  is  a  Native  American 
word  which  means  the  converging  of 
waters.   Mediation  brings  people 
together  much  like  the  streams  that 
merge  into  our  Quabbin  Reservoir. 
It  is  a  process  in  which  people  can 
work  together  to  find  solutions  to 
their  disagreements.   Mediators  are 
impartial  third  parties  who  are 
trained  to  help  people  clarify 
issues,  find  options,  and  search  for 
creative  solutions  which  will 
satisfy  the  needs  of  all  persons 
involved  in  a  dispute.   It's  a 
win/win  process.   No  one  loses  in 
mediation  because  the  terms  of  each 
agreement  are  created  by  the 
participants . 

Mediation  is  a  time  and  money 
saving  way  of  resolving  conflict. 
Sessions  are  held  in  a  private  and 
confidential  setting.   More  than  80% 
of  all  cases  brought  to  mediation 
are  resolved  with  lasting 
agreements. 

Quabbin  Mediation  is  a  new  non- 
profit organization  for  the  North 
Quabbin  area  and  beyond,  mediating 
conflicts  which  arise  in  all  areas 
of  family  and  community  life. 
Quabbin  Mediation  offers  creative 
problem  solving  and  violence 
prevention  skills  to  our  community, 
handling  all  types  of  conflicts 
ranging  from  disputes  between  co- 
workers, neighbors,  and  family 
members  to  small  claims  disputes, 
conflicts  between  teens,  couples  and 
elders,  etc. 

The  town  of  Athol  gave  Quabbin 
Mediation  funding  for  free  mediation 
services  for  many  Athol  residents. 
Quabbin  Mediation  can  help  to 
resolve  conflicts  for  people  of  any 
towns  in  the  North  Quabbin  area  at 
affordable  rates  for  all  income 
levels . 

All  are  welcome  to  visit  the 
office  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
Orange  District  Court  building  (One 
Court  Square,  Suite  A).   You  may 
call  (508)  544-6142  if  you  have  any 
questions,  if  you  would  like  to  make 
an  appointment  for  mediation,  or  if 

you  would  like  Quabbin  Mediation  to 
arrange  a  presentation  for  your 
group  or  organization.   The  mailing 
address  for  Quabbin  Mediation  is 
P.O.  Box  544,  Athol,  MA  01331. 
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Quabbin  Jl  Mediation 


CREATIVE     PROBLEM     SOLVING 

located  in  the  Orange  District  Court  building 
P.O.  Box  544  -  Athol.  HA  013)1  •  (508)  S44-6M2 


ENCHANTED  FOREST 


Fall   greetings    from   the   Enchanted 
Forest!    We're   happy    to  be  back    after 
a   full   summer.    We   have   many   exciting 
projects   planned   for   October   includ- 
ing mask-making,    apple   dolls,    Hallow- 
een  decorations    and   our   grand   Hallow- 
een  parade    and  party    at    the   Wendell 
Town   Hall,    Friday,    October    2  7    from 
3:30    -    5:00.       If   you're    interested 
in  having  your   child   attend   the 
party   please    accompany    them   and 
bring   a   donation   of   snack    food  or 
drinks    to   share. 

Although  we   have    full   enrollment 
for   the   morning   session,    we   still 
have    a    few   openings    left    for   our 
afternoon   sessions.    If    interested 
please    call   Gail  Mon.-Fri.    at 
544-0976    or    after   5:30    at    544-6362. 

Gail   Krutka 

WENDELL    STUDENT    AT    BERKLEE 

Graeme    O'Dou,    a  young    adult    from 
Old   Stage    Road,    had   the   opportunity 
to   attend   a  workshop   at   Berklee 
College   of  Music   this    summer. 
During   the    last  week   of   August, 
guitarists    of   all    different   styles 
and   skill    levels    gathered   at    the 
famed  music   school    for   intensive 
study    and   interface. 

Morning   classes    in   performance, 
style    and   theory  were    followed  by 
afternoon  workshops    of    in-depth 
exploration   of    and  participation   in 
guitar-playing    techniques    and 
approaches.    The   comraderie    of   other 
musicians    also    added   great   value, 
perspective    and  enjoyment.    Frequent 
performances    and    'jams'    by   primarily 
faculty   members   were    topped   off  by    a 
closing   recital  by    the   students. 

O'Dou  has    studied   guitar   for   five 
years  ,    and   is    tutored   by  Mitch  Chakour 
of   Amherst,    a  highly    renowned  blues/ 
rock   guitarist.    O'Dou  was    further 
inspired   and  educated  by   his   week    at 
Berklee,    and   in    addition   to  practic- 
ing  and   jamming  with    friends,    hopes 
to  begin   teaching  beginner   students 
of    all   age    levels. 

O'Dou   is    a   student    at   Franklin 
County    Technical   School. 

Nae   Oma 

FREE    SMOKING    CESSATION    SERVICES 
AVAILABLE    IN    GREENFIELD 


The    Tobacco   Cessation   Project   of 
the   Family    Planning    Council   of 
Western   Massachusetts    offers    free, 
confidential   individual   and  group 
counseling/support   to   smokers    trying 
to  quit.    We    offer  participants    a 
variety   of   quit   methods,    including 
the   nicotine  patch.    Support   services 
also   available    for   ex-smokers   who 
need   some   help    to   stay   smoke-free. 
YOU    DON'T    HAVE    TO    BE    A    CLIENT    OF 
THE    FAMILY    PLANNING    COUNCIL    TO    GET 
THIS    SERVICE.    We   have    clinics    in 
Greenfield   and  other    locations 
throughout   the    four  western 
counties.    For   more   information, 
call    Lynne    at    1-800-696-7752. 
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Integrative  Acupressure 

Arthritis  •  Headaches  •  Chronic 
Pain  ■  Back  and  NecJc  Pain  ■ 
Muscle  Spasm  •  Immune  System 

Greenfield  (413)  773-5010 
Wendell       (508)  544-7643 
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SOME  SWTFT  RTVRR  SCHOOL  Nffwc; 

As  a  PTCA  member  I  am  particularly 
aware  of  what  happens  at  our  school 
because  of  volunteers.  So  far 
volunteers  have  gotten  the  Swift 
River  Current  (the  monthly  school 
news  letter)  off  to  a  good  start, 
the  School  Directory  is  just  about 
finished,  each  classroom  has  a 
Volunteer  Coordinator  to  offer  the 
teachers  support.   Thanks  to  the 
organizational  skills,  and  hard 
working  volunteers,  we've  enjoyed 
that  annual  Fall  Festival,  a  fun- 
filled  family/community  gathering  at 
the  school.   The  School  Council  has 
some  new  members,  and  they  are 
volunteering  their  thoughts  and  time 
to  satisfy  the  suggestions  offered 
in  last  year's  school  improvement 
questionnaire.   Beginning  in 
January,  the  whole  school  will  be 
Celebrating  Diversity  again  this 
year  and  the  focus  will  be  Puerto 
Rico.  Volunteers  are  necessary 
to  keep  this  program  going.   Do 
you  have  artifacts,  or  knowledge  of 
that  culture  you'd  like  to  share? 
There  are  plans  to  have  a  work  party 
to  clean  up  the  school  grounds  and 
prep  the  gardens  for  winter  soon. 
In  fact, I  believe  that  every  day, 
every  classroom  does  something  that 
would  interest  you.   If  you  think 
you  might  like  to  get  involved  in 
any  way,  contact  Robin  Driscoll,  or 
call  the  office  at  the  school. 
Robin  Driscoll 's  phone  number  is 
544-6393.   The  number  at  the  school 
is  544-6926. 

There  are  so  many  people  to  thank, 
for  example, I'm  not  sure  what  we'd 
do  without  the  PTCA  brainstorming 
ideas  for  improvement ,  and 
overseeing  all  of  the  programs, 
services  and  activities  they 
implement.  Many  thanks  as  well  to 
all  of  you  who  have  contributed  to 
the  Swift  River  School.   The  results 
of  your  efforts  are  reflected  in  the 
hall  way  display  cases,  in  the  many 
exciting  field  trips  that  have 
happened  so  far,  in  the  excitement 
and  creativity  found  at  the  Fall 
Fest,  the  cleared  nature  trail,  in 
the  faces  of  our  kids  as  they  enter 
the  school  with  enthusiasm  each 
morning,  etc! 


/rjoUy 
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P.S.  I'd  also  like  to  mention  how 
much  the  school  appreciates  the 
$100.00  donation  from  the  Wendell 
Country  Store  for  computer  software 
"to  kick  off  the  computer  program 
with  a  good  boot!" 


Fcldenkrais* 


To  make  the  impossible,  possible; 

the  possible,  easy; 

and  the  easy,  elegant. 

Moshe  Feldenkrais 


ANNE  PERKINS 
Certified  Feldenktds  Practitioner 

Wendell,  MA  (508)  544-6385 

Northampton,  MA  (413)  586-1085 

Classes  Thursday  s  9:30  AM  &5PM  Wendell  Senior  Center 
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TRADING  POST  &  4  SEASON  FARM  STAND 

416  Daniel  Shays  Highway  New  Salem,  MA.  013SS 

(508)  544-  5559 

In  the  Spirit  of  Woodland  Ways 


ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  NEWS 

The  Wendell  Economic  Development  Partnership 
has  been  meeting  regularly.  Our  survey  questionnaire 
was  returned  by  95  households.  In  addition,  many 
local  residents  participated  in  focus  groups. 

There  was  general  agreement  from  both  survey 
respondents  and  focus  group  participants  on  the  need 
to  improve  the  overall  Wendell  economy.  Specific 
ideas  include: 

•  A  need  for  local  business  support  services  and 
networking  opportunities  to  help  local  home  business 
people  work  together; 

•  Expanded  retail  services  in  Wendell  including 
more  variety  of  food  items  and  a  Laundromat; 

Home-based  business  support,  a  community  farm, 
and  arts  and  crafts  were  identified  as  the  top  three 
areas  of  economic  development  on  which  town 
residents  felt  the  Partnership  should  concentrate. 
Public  sentiment  ranked  light  manufacturing  and 
local  banking  as  least  important  An  large  number  of 
people  said  that  they  would  be  in  favor  of 
environmentally-friendly  usage  of  existing  protected 
open  space  in  Wendell.  Particular  uses  that  were 
ranked  highest  were  farming,  a  cross-country  ski 
center,  seasonal  events,  and  managed  timber 
harvesting. 

In  terms  of  the  area  around  the  Town  Common  45 
respondents  felt  it  should  be  preserved.  An 
overwhelming  number  of  residents  favored 
promoting  seasonal  events  in  Wendell  that  will  attract 
people  from  the  outside  to  town. 

In  addition  the  development  of  a  community  garden 
that  would  supply  town  residents  with  fresh  produce 
was  very  popular  -  45  people  said  they  would 
participate  in  such  a  project.  Concerning  the  area 
where  there  was  the  greatest  need  for  more  housing 
in  Wendell,  increased  rentals  and  housing  for  low- 
income  people  were  felt  to  be  most  important.  The 
development  of  co-housing  arrangements  was 
favored  by  57  respondents. 

The  Economic  Development  Partnership  is  using 
these  responses  to  begin  to  develop  a  plan  for 
economic  development  options.  A  public  hearing 
will  be  held  at  Town  Offices  Nov.  8  to  allow 
all  Wendell  residents  to  express  their  views  on  the 
economic  future  of  the  town. 

Wendell  Economic  Development 
Partnership 

Upcoming  Meetings: 

Public  Forum 

Nov.    8    -7  p.m. 
Town  Offices 

Partnership  Committee  Meetings 
November  1  -  7:30  p.m. 
November  22  -  4:30  p.m. 
Town  Offices 

Partnership  Meeting/Public  Forum 
December  13  -  7:00  p.m. 
Town  Hall 

PUBLIC  IS  URGED  TO  ATTEND! 


PPIESS  IPIBLiEAflC 


Bear  Mountain  Traders,  Native  American  trading 
post  and  four  season  farm  stand  is  open  at  4 1 6  Dan- 
iel Shays  Highway  in  New  Salem  ,  corner  of  Rte  202 
and  Wendell  Road  Hours  are  Tuesday  to  Sunday  10-6 
Closed  Mondays  except  holidays 
Owners  Joel  and  Wanita  Sears  of  Wendell  saw  a 
need  for  quality  handmade  Native  Ameiican  arts  Com- 
bining this  need  with  the  need  for  local  produce  in  the 
area  Bear  Mountain  Traders  was  born  A  blend  of  ait 
and  agriculture,  as  was  the  practice  of  the  Woodland 
tribes. 

The  trading  post  features  are  handmade  arrow- 
heads and  spearheads,  turquoise  and  pipestone  jew- 
elry, beadwork,  leatherwork,  walking  sticks  for  near- 
by Quabbin  Reservoir  if  you'd  like,  beading  and  smu- 
dging supplies 
Joel  is  a  flintknapper.  stone  tool  and  weapon 
maker  in  the  Traditional  way,  using  stone  and  antler 
He  is  available  for  demonstrations  and  lessons  by 
appointment  at  the  trading  post  (508)  544-5559 
The  farm  stand's  four  seasons  v/ill  start  with 
bedding  plants  in  Spring,  fresh  local  produce  in 
Summer,  pumpkins,  Indian  corn  for  Autumn  har- 
vest, and  Winter  Christmas  trees  and  wTeaths  Oth- 
er available  items  are  maple  syrup,  honey,  cement 
cast  lawri  animals,  baskets,  and  tee  shirts 
Bear  Mountain  Traders  utilizes  local  artists 
and  farmers  to  provide  an  outlet  for  their  goods  Fu- 
ture plans  include  developing  their  Wendell  farm  and 
creating  more  educational  programs  at  the  trading  post 


FIRST  LIGHT 

If  not  for  the  Sun 
how  could  Day  be  done 

If  not  for  the  Birds 
would  we  hear  these  words 

If  not  for  the  Earth 
would  we  have  any  worth 

If  not  for  the  Moon 
would  the  Seas  swoon 

If  not  for  the  Thunder 
how  would  we  wonder 

If  not  for  the  Trees 
then  how  would  viz  breathe 

If  not  for  the  Bees 
could  Flowers  please 

If  not  for  the  Stone 
would  we  have  a  home 

If  not  for  Creator 
would  any  of  this  matter 

Wanita  (  Sun  Song)  Seais 
2719/95  Wendell.Ma. 


HeATHee  lens's 
Monarch  s    4*10/^  the  muxwoo 

For   info:    C*H-a»*1 


CLARIFICATION  &  APOLOGIES: 

The  cover  art  in  the  last  issue 
of  the  Wendell  Post  (Vol.  19  #3) 
was  incorrectly  credited. 

The  artist  is  Heather  Lenz. 
We  apologize,  Heather! 
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\(c      Local  Sntcrtawmcnt  secriW 

Wendell   Total    Eclipse    Film   Schedule 

November  5  Messidor 

The  original  Thelma  and  Louise  (see  review 
in  this  issue  of  the  Wendell  Post). 

December  3    Talkin'    Trash  and  Cane  Toads 

Double  feature  of  two  environmental  shorts. 
Talking  Trash:  Local  filmmaker  from  NoHo, 
Leslie  Schwerin's  documentary  on  garbage. 
Cane  Toads:  The  hilarious  adventure  of  poisonous 
toads  colonizing  Australia. 

January  7  Faces   of  Women 

Two  stories  of  women  in  Africa  struggling  to 
reconcile  traditional  and  modern  lifestyles. 
Feminism  and  sexual  politics  in  the  Ivory  Coast. 
Subtitled. 

February  4     Sherman's     March 

"The  Woody  Allen  of  rural  America." 
Superstar  film  maker  Ross  McElwee's 
documentary  of  General  Sherman's  march 
becomes  intertwined  with  the  film  maker's 
relationships  along  the  way.   Comedy,  PG. 

March  3  Aguirre  Wrath   of  God 

Klaus  Kinski  as  the  power-driven  lunatic  that 

leads  an  expedition  of  Spanish  Conquistadors  on  a 

fateful  march  into  the  Amazon,  never  to  return. 

One  of  Werner  Herzog's  greatest  films.    Subtitled, 

original  in  German. 

Admission  for  all  films  is  only  $2  and  popcorn 

with  melted  butter  is  a  great  deal  at  50<t  a  bag. 

Movie    Mini-Review         ***Messidor. 
Switzerland  1979,  in  French  with  English  sub- 
tides.   Rated  R. 

I  saw  this  film  in  the  middle  of  the  night  on 
an  obscure  channel  while  living  in  Switzerland. 
I  had  to  struggle  with  the  original  French 
dialogue  and  German  subtitles,  but  I  was  riveted. 
Obviously,  viewers  here  will  have  the  benefit  of 
English  sub  tides.  Messidor  is  the  darker  and 
more  sophisticated  precursor  to  Thelma  and 
Louise.  This  avant-garde  film  follows  the 
adventures  and  spiraling  demise  of  two  young 
women  as  they  are  quickly  and  inadvertently 
drawn  into  a  world  of  crime  and  retaliation.  Set 
against  the  contradictory  beauty  of  the 
landscape  and  the  repressive  affluence  of  Swiss 
culture,  the  film  presents  with  frightening 
clarity  the  fine  line  which  exists  between  order 
and  chaos,  and  sanity  and  madness.   Don't  miss  it! 

Ingrid  Shockey 


Wehocll  "Totviu  Eclipse 
Film  seqies 


The  Total  Eclipse  Film  Series  kicked  off  its 
opening  night  on  Sunday,  October  1st  with  its 
showing  of  Rosalie  Goes  Shopping.  With  movie 
theaters  a  twenty  minute  drive  in  any  direction 
and  with  admission  prices  pushing  $10,  we 
thought  it  was  time  to  bring  affordable,  quality 
films  right  to  Wendell.  The  series  is  presenting  a 
total  of  seven  films  (with  one  double  feature)  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  from  October 
through  March.  Films  are  at  7:00  pm  and  it  costs 
only  $2.00.  The  series  is  made  possible  in  part 
through  the  funding  of  an  Wendell  Cultural 
Council  grant.  Films  were  chosen  which  have 
not  received  wide  public  screening  already,  but 
which  deserve  to  given  more  exposure.  Here  is 
the  list  of  upcoming  films.  Write  them  on  your 
calendar  today  and  bring  your  friends! 

Tom  vVebler 
Heather  Lenz 


Harvest  Fesr   Puanms 
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Let  the  melodies  of  our  own— 


sweep  Y°u 


away 


in. 


Circle  tflrHearts 


New  CD  available  at  the 

Leverett  Coop  and  the  Wendell 

Country  Store 
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WENDELL'S  ORIGINAL 


FULLMOON 

COFFEEHOUSE 

Upcoming  Events  1995 

November  4 
Tony  Vacca/Steve  Leicach 

to  benefit  The  Land  Conservation  Trust 

December  9 
The  Homegrown  Show 

to  benefit  The  Wendell  Free  Library 
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55  Open  Mike  at  7:30 

j^lq  Dessert-O-Rama 

£J  Always  a  Benefit! 

^f?;  Sliding  Scale  Admission 


At  the  Town  Hall 
Wendell,  Massachusetts 


CoFFEEHOOSC  ReX4ISS/U>CE 


The  FULLMOON  COFFEEHOUSE  is 
enjoying  the  best  start  to  the 
season  in  many  years.  Both  Cindy 
Kallet  and  Anatolia  sold  out  the 
house,  the  latter  drawing  the 
largest  crowd  ever  to  a  coffeehouse 
in  Town  Hall!  What's  more,  the  local 
community  has  rediscovered  the 
neighborly  atmosphere,  great 
desserts,  and  support  for  area 
causes  that  the  coffeehouse  became 
famous  for. 

The  rest  of  the  season  should  be 
equally  exciting.  On  November  4  the 
duo  of  Tony  Vacca  and  Steve  Leicach 
will  bring  their  unique  Rhythm 
Mission  to  the  Town  Hall.  Wendell 
has  always  been  known  as  home  to 
some  of  the  finest  drummers  and 
percussionists  in  the  Valley,  so 
this  show  should  be  of  particular 
interest  to  the  local  community. 
On  December  9  the  annual  "Homegrown" 
show  comes  to  Town  Hall  with  many 
surprises,  all  local  acts,  to 
benefit  the  Library.   January  6 
features  Wailin1  Dave,  always  a 
favorite  at  Town  Hall!   Also,  don't 
miss  QUETZAL  on  February  3. 

The  word  on  the  street  is  that 
coffeehouse  is  back....  so  come  out 
and  support  local  talent,  local 
causes,  and  meet  your  neighbors  at 
Wendell's  Original  Full  Moon 
Coffeehouse ! 

Matt  Stamell 

Stamell  Stringed  Instruments 

5  Dealers  in  vn 

an 

Expert  r\ 
Sfrtnge 

D  North  Pleasant  St. 
J       Amherst.  MA  01002 
(41})  2)6  0936 


